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U N I T  2  ·  L E S S O N  3  

From numbers to sentences 

How can we say what the numbers show? 

A I M S  
How confident are you now? Circle one face for 
each aim at the end of the lesson. 
Content Work out 
percentages and write 
accurate statements. 

    

Language Describe data with 
approximately, around, just 
over, just under. 

    

Skills Choose the most useful 
figures.     
 

 

 
Write: Match the figures to the sentences 

Imagine that 40 students were asked: “Do you have a library book on loan?” Work out each percentage. 
Then match each figure to a sentence (A–E). 

A   Only 10% of the students said yes. 

B   Nearly all of the students said yes. 

C   Half of the students said yes. 

D   Three quarters of the students said yes. 

E   Exactly 25% of the students said yes. 
 

#  N U M BE R  W H O  S A I D  
Y E S  W O R K  O U T  T H E  PE R C E N T A G E  S E N T E N C E  

1 10 out of 40 ___ ÷ 40 × 100 =  ________________________  ______ 

2 36 out of 40 ___ ÷ 40 × 100 =  ________________________  ______ 

3 20 out of 40 ___ ÷ 40 × 100 =  ________________________  ______ 

4 4 out of 40 ___ ÷ 40 × 100 =  ________________________  ______ 

5 30 out of 40 ___ ÷ 40 × 100 =  ________________________  ______ 

 

R E M E M B E R   Percentage reference 

100%  all 75%  three quarters 50%  half 25%  a quarter 10%  one in ten 
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Check: Correct the statements 

Class 7B has 30 students. Check each statement against the data. Tick if it is accurate. If it is not, 
correct it. 

Class 7B: school trip choices 

Choice Theme park Museum Beach Mountains 

Count 14 8 5 3 
  

1   Exactly 50% of the students chose the theme park. 

☐  accurate        ☐  not accurate 

Calculation: ___ ÷ ___ × 100 =  ______________________________________________________________  

It should say  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

2   Just over a quarter of the students chose the museum. 

☐  accurate        ☐  not accurate 

Calculation: ___ ÷ ___ × 100 =  ______________________________________________________________  

It should say  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

3   Most students chose the mountains. 

☐  accurate        ☐  not accurate 

Calculation: ___ ÷ ___ × 100 =  ______________________________________________________________  

It should say  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

4   Around 30% of the students chose the beach. 

☐  accurate        ☐  not accurate 

Calculation: ___ ÷ ___ × 100 =  ______________________________________________________________  

It should say  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

C H A L L E N G E   Beach and mountains are natural places. What percentage of the students 
chose a natural place? Write a sentence. 

Calculation: ___ + ___ = ___ out of 30;  ___ ÷ 30 × 100 = ___% ____________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Write: Calculate, then write 

25 students chose their favourite sport in PE. Work out each percentage. Then write 3–4 accurate 
statements. Check each number against the data. 

 

Sport Football Basketball Swimming Tennis 

Percentage     
 

K E Y  L A N G U A G E   Use these phrases to describe percentages. 

E X A C T  F I G U R E  
Exactly 25% of the students chose… 

S I M P LE  F I G U R E  
Approximately half of the group chose… 

R O U G H  A M O U N T  
Around 47% of the students… 

C L O S E  T O  H A LF  
Just over / just under half of… 

C O M PA R E  
A larger / smaller proportion chose… than… 

BI G G E S T  O R  S M A LL E S T  
This is the largest / smallest proportion. 

 

 

Use at least one: approximately · around · just over · just under 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Read: A model summary 

Read the model. It uses two useful figures. It does not list every number. 

School trip survey: 40 students 

Choice Theme park Museum Beach Mountains 

Students 20 10 6 4 

Percentage 50% 25% 15% 10% 

Two useful figures: the highest and the lowest. 

✗  L I S T I N G  E V E R Y  N U M B E R  
20 chose the theme park, 10 the museum, 6 the beach, 4 the mountains. 

 

✓  S E L E C T I N G  T W O  U S E F U L  F I G U R E S  

1   We asked 40 students about a school trip. 

2   Exactly 50% chose the theme park, which is the largest proportion. 

3   Only 10% chose the mountains. This is a much smaller proportion than the theme park 
(50%). 

Key idea: choose the figures that matter most. 

S T R E T C H   Remember: Which display is often best for showing percentages? Display the data 
from the table above in a different way. Draw your display in this box. 
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Independent task 
Write a three-sentence summary. Choose the two most useful figures. Do not list every 
number. 

  

 

1  Calculate the percentages   Each student is 5%. 

Activity Homework Sport Gaming Friends Reading 

Percentage      

2  Write three sentences 

S E N T E N C E  1   ·   T H E  S U R V E Y  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

S E N T E N C E  2   ·   F I G U R E  1  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

S E N T E N C E  3   ·   F I G U R E  2  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

3  Check it   Tick when your summary passes. 

☐  accurate ☐  useful ☐  not a list 
 

S T R E T C H   Add a fourth sentence about sport and gaming together. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Remember: Key words 

Read the key words and their meanings. Write each word in your own language. 

 M E A N I N G  I N  M Y  L A N G U A G E  

calculate work out an answer using numbers 

 

estimate a close number, not exact 

 

proportion a part of the whole 

 

percentage a number out of 100 

 

data facts and numbers that people collect 

 

 


